Martha Scott Trimble (1914-1994)

Martha Trimble was born into a Fort Collins pioneer family on May 27, 1914. Her
grandfather, William Harrison Trimble, brought his family to Fort Collins in 1874.

Her upbringing was a comfortable one, as her family invested in many businesses and left a
legacy that is demonstrated in the Trimble Business Block and Trimble Court. Her family
owned a restaurant and a barbershop on Trimble Court, as well as other businesses on
College Avenue. Below, Trimble Court is pictured, with Martha at center, located on the
North side of the Town Pump and leading into Old Town Square.

Martha’s father also sold livestock feed. Her family’s financial status and place in society
allowed Martha to be involved in many social clubs and extracurricular activities growing up.
Below is an image of the Trimble House on 117 South Howes Street in Fort Collins, Colorado.

Here is an image of “Trimble Cottage” in
Poudre Canyon, at the turn in to Pingree Park
– this home is still there today.

Martha was a Fort Collins High School alumna, class of 1932. In high school,
she was involved in Spilled Ink, the school’s newspaper, National Honor
Society, Latin Club, and many other activities. She went on to Colorado
State University (at the time it was Colorado Agricultural College, then
Colorado State College).
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Here she is at the groundbreaking for Johnson Hall Student Center.
She stayed active in clubs and extracurricular activities in college,
including being a reporter for the Collegian newspaper.

Martha graduated in 1936, earning a bachelor’s in economics and sociology.
After college, Martha taught at Washington County High School, then Fort Lewis College.
While teaching at Fort Lewis, she obtained her Master of Arts degree at CU Boulder, and
was soon after hired by her alma mater, CSU, as an English instructor in 1940.

Her education didn’t stop there – she continued with post-graduate work at University
of Iowa during her time teaching at CSU.

Soon after the US entered WWII, Martha joined the Navy WAVES – Women Accepted
for Volunteer Emergency Service.

The WAVES division was created to free up male personnel for sea
duty. President Franklin Roosevelt signed the Navy Women’s Reserve
Act into law on July 30th, 1942, and Martha enlisted on December
14th, 1942.

In a letter dated December 14th, 1943, a year after being sworn into the Navy, she
writes:
“I joined the WAVES because I have always wanted to join the Navy; I’ve always said
had I been a man, I should have tried for an appointment to Annapolis or, because I saw
the Fleet come into Wilmington in 1925, I should have enlisted to see the World."

"When war came, I knew that I should do whatever little I could; the Navy was the logical
choice. It was hard, as you all know, to pick up all that I had worked for and gained, throw
it all to the four points of the compass, put on the Navy blue, and hup myself away. Not
once have I regretted it.”

She served for 3 years in Pensacola, Florida at the Naval Air Station as a navigation instructor for the male aviation trainees,
and also served as a technical writer in the Office of Naval Information in Washington, DC. Martha attained the rank of
Senior Grade Lieutenant.
After the war, Martha went back to teaching. She married Alan B. Adam in 1953 – the marriage ended in divorce, and she
once again returned to teaching. In 1961, she returned to her position as an English instructor at CSU. She was honored
throughout her career for her teaching and community service, and attained full professor status in 1977.

Martha was very active in St. Luke's Episcopal Church and other community
organizations, including the American Association of University Women, Daughters of
the American Revolution, Fort Collins Woman’s Club, and the Fort Collins Historical
Society. She is a published author, and was included in the 11th edition of “Who’s
Who of American Women.”

Learn more about local history by visiting the Archive at Fort Collins Museum of
Discovery, visiting the Poudre River Public Library District, and by checking us out
online at the Fort Collins History Connection.

